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OUR LOVE AFFAIR WITH THE BEACH—IMAGES FROM OUR COLLECTION 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.10 pm]: I rise to briefly update the 
house on the wonderful work that the State Library of Western Australian is doing to promote its collection of 
Western Australian archive material. The current display is titled Our Love Affair with the Beach—Images from 
our Collection. Western Australia has some of the most beautiful coastline in the world and for generations 
residents and visitors to our state have swum, relaxed, played games and spent time with family and friends 
along our picturesque shores. State Library staff searched through more than half a million images in its 
collection to select ordinary and extraordinary photos of the beach that resonate with Western Australians. These 
images were then printed on beach chair canvases, which are an icon of the summer experience. 
The photos feature beaches from Broome to Esperance and span 80 years of photography, from the 1920s to 
2006. They highlight people using coastal spaces for surf lifesaving, swimming, sunbathing, diving, camel 
riding, dancing on the beach and building sandcastles. Visitors also have the chance to choose their favourite 
image. I understand that a 1961 photo by Betty Foster of Palm Beach, Rockingham, with the annual sailing 
regatta in the background is proving the most popular. 
Part of the State Library’s mission is to enrich the lives of Western Australians by collecting, preserving and 
providing access to our social and documentary heritage for current and future generations. We are fortunate to 
have the library’s pictorial collection, which provides a rich resource that the public can use to explore our 
heritage. With over 70 000 images now digitised and available online on the State Library of Western Australia 
website, they are accessible for people throughout the state to search for images of interest. Photographs, 
illustrations and other records such as postcards provide a visual snapshot of a moment in time in 
Western Australia. The images are from a wide range of sources, including the Government Photographer 
Collection, West Australian Newspapers Ltd, photographic studios and family collections. The digitisation of 
images and online sharing of State Library resources is an excellent example of how modern libraries remain 
relevant and accessible to the community. 
The Our Love Affair with the Beach exhibition is free for the public to view at the State Library in the Perth 
Cultural Centre until Thursday, 31 March. 
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